“Aaron lifted up his hands [toward the people and blessed them]’’? 
But this indicates that, when he came down to the altar, he would 
raise his hands and bless the people. 


1:6: And what is the scriptural basis for [saying an additional] prayer 
[on the Day of Atonement, that is, the prayer] of the closing of the 
gates [M. 4:1B]? Said R. Levi, “‘[When you spread your hands, I will 
hide my eyes from you]; even though you make many prayers, I will 
not listen; [your hands are full of blood]’ (Is. 11:15). On the basis of 
the cited verse we learn that whoever prays abundantly is answered.” 


1:7: To what does “the closing of the gates” [correspond that is, why is 
this the name of the service] [M. 4:1B]? Rabbis of Caesarea say, 
“There was a dispute between Rab and R. Yohanan. “Rab said, “To the 
closing of the gates of Heaven [at night].’ “R. Yohanan said, ‘To the 
closing of the gates of the Temple [before sunset].’” Said R. Yudan of 
Antondaria, “The Mishnah itself supports the view of R. Yohanan: ‘On 
three occasions in the year priests raise up their hands in the priestly 
benediction tour times a day: at the morning prayer. the additional 
prayer, the afternoon prayer, and the closing of the gates’ [M. 4:1A-B]. 
“Now can you say that there is a closing of the gates of heaven by day 
[Surely not!]” 


1:8: As to the prayer of the closing of the gates, what is the law on its 
releasing [one from the obligation of saying] the prayer of the evening? 
Said R. Ba to R. Hunah, “[But if one does not say the evening prayer, | 
at what point would one make mention of the prayer marking the 
separation [of the holy day that has passed from the ordinary day that 
has begun which is said during the evening Prayer]?” 


1:9: Isaac bar Nahman in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “On the Day 
of Atonement which coincides with the Sabbath, even though there is 
no service of the closing of the gates on the Sabbath, one makes 
mention of the Sabbath in the service of the closing of the gates.” R. 
Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “On a Sabbath that coincides 
with Hanukkah, even though there is no additional service on 
Hanukkah, one makes mention of Hanukkah in the additional service 
[of that day].” They add to this same matter: As to a New Month that 
coincides with a fast day, even though there is no service of closing of 
the gates on the New Moon, one mentions the New Moon in the 
service of the closing of the gates. 


1:10: [On the occasion of the New Moon that coincides with a fast 
day,] what [passage of the Torah] do they read [in the synagogue]? R. 


